
Sports 
Organizations

Katrina Adams has 
been reappointed to a 
second term as chair-
man, president and 
CEO of the U.S. Ten-
nis Association, mak-
ing her  the f irst 
president in the orga-
nization’s history to 
be reappointed to a second consecutive 
term. Adams has led the organization 
since 2014, after serving on the USTA 
board of directors since 2005. She is the 
first African-American, first former 
professional tennis player and young-
est person to serve as president in the 
organization’s 135-year history.

Pete Vlastelica has 
been named presi-
dent and CEO of 
Major League Gam-
ing, an e-sports divi-
sion launched by 
entertainment com-
pany Activision Bliz-
zard in Santa Monica, 

California. Vlastelica most recently 
served as executive vice-president of 
digital at Fox Sports. He founded the 
online sports network Yardbarker and 
sold it to Fox in 2010. 

Rick Brenner has 
been appointed presi-
dent of Michigan 
International Speed-
way in Brooklyn, 
Michigan. Brenner 
most recently served 
as president of DSF 
Sports and Entertain-
ment, the company that owns the New 
Hampshire Fisher Cats. Prior to that, 
Brenner was COO and general manager 
of the Trenton Thunder minor league 
baseball team in New Jersey. 

Steve Czarnecki has been named 
executive director of  Colorado 
Springs Youth Sports, which operates 
the 18-field El Pomar Youth Sports 
Park. Czarnecki served for nearly 

four years as executive director of 
USA Racquetball, also headquartered 
in Colorado Springs. 

A $70 million multiyear licensing 
agreement between the United 
States Cricket Association and 
Global Sports Venues LLC will bring 
a franchised Twenty20 professional 
cricket league to the United States. 
The deal is expected to provide 
annual contracts to male and female 
American athletes  who are seeking a 
career in the sport.

USA Track & Field has announced a 
new partnership with the National 
Black Marathoners Association. The 
one-year initiative will help the 
NBMA develop and fund a training 
program that targets African-Ameri-
can faith-based communities, and also 

includes contributions to the NBMA’s 
college scholarship program. 

Hosts &  
Suppliers

Al Hutchinson has 
been appointed pres-
ident and CEO of 
Visit Baltimore. With 
more than 24 years 
of experience in the 
hospitality and desti-
nation marketing 
industry, Hutchin-
son most recently served as president 
and CEO of Visit Mobile (Alabama). 
Hutchinson also was vice-president of 
sales and services at the Virginia 
Beach Convention & Visitors Bureau 
for more than 11 years.
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Legislation was approved for 
development of a new stadium and 
expansion of the convention center 

Nevada lawmakers have enacted  
legislation paving the way for an 
expansion and renovation of the 

Las Vegas Convention Center and devel-
opment of a new domed stadium in the 
city that could serve as the home of an 
NFL team.

The measure, signed by Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval, will raise room 
taxes in Clark County to pay for both projects, including the new stadium that 
would be built near the Las Vegas Strip. The $1.9 billion, 65,000-seat venue has 
the potential to house the NFL’s Oakland Raiders as well as the UNLV football 
team. Raiders’ owner Mark Davis had expressed an interest in moving the 
team to Las Vegas if the bill was approved, but NFL team owners would need 
to approve any relocation. 

The legislation also includes plans for the expansion of the city’s convention 
center, a $1.4 billion project that would add 600,000 square feet of new exhibit 
space to the venue, which hosts several major sporting events and can accommo-

square feet of exhibit space and nearly 250,000 square feet of meeting space. 
Both the stadium project and convention center expansion are expected 

to pump $1.4 billion into Las Vegas’ economy, create more than 14,000 jobs 
and attract 1 million additional visitors to the city each year. 

—Jennifer Lee

Las Vegas Sets Stage For Football 
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Plans are underway for a $1.9 billion, 
65,000-seat venue in Las Vegas.
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Marc Anderson has 
been promoted to 
executive vice-presi-
dent of Choose Chi-
cago, where he most 
recently served as 

previously worked as 
assistant vice-presi-
dent of sales for Choose Chicago from 
2002 to 2007 (when the organization 
was known as the Chicago Convention 

serve as regional director of marketing 
-

Tom Kiely has been 
appointed CEO of 

-

Kiely most recently 
was executive vice-
president of tourism 
at the San Francisco 

with the California Academy of Sci-
ences in San Francisco, Atlantis, The 
Palm in Dubai and Universal Studios 

Palm Beach Coast 
a n d  t h e  F l a g l e r 
Beaches (Florida), 
F lag ler  County ’s 
destination market-
ing organization, 
has hired two new 

Craig Lenniger 
has been appointed tourism sales and 

grants manager, and 
Darbi  El l is  wil l 
serve as marketing 
coordinator, a new 

previously was the 
national tour direc-
tor and director of 
operations for the 

Extreme Volleyball Professional 
-

gler College and had been working as 

Jeff Rank has been named member 
services manager at the National 
Association of Sports Commissions in 

experience in intercollegiate athletics 

Sites &  
Venues

Philadelphia
which has been held in Chicago the last 
two years, will be scheduled for prime-

-

College Connection’s Shooting Star 

will be held at DE Turf Sports 
Complex, which is under construc-
tion in Kent County, Delaware, and 
is scheduled to be completed in the 

is DE Turf Sports Complex’s first 

Pittsburgh Penguins have reached a 
20-year naming rights agreement to 

rename the former Consol Energy Cen-
ter as PPG Paints Arena

In response to controversial legisla-
tion that requires transgender people 
to use bathrooms of their birth gender 
and removes other discrimination 
protections for the lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender community, the 
Atlantic Coast Conference has relo-
cated several of its championship 
events from Charlotte, North Caro-

-
onship will be played at Camping 
World Stadium in Orlando, Florida, 

-
pionship will be held at Louisville 
Slugger Field -

baseball championship will increase 
from 10 to 12 teams and feature a new 

The Palm Beach County (Florida) Sports 
Commission has announced the cre-
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T H E  L E A D E R S H I P  C O A C H

Reading Body Language

One thing that 
most people 
did not dis-

cuss in this year’s lead-
up to the presidential 
election was the body 

Clinton and Donald 
Trump during their 

Since the majority of 
Americans did not 
trust one or both of the 
candidates, I felt it was worth study-
ing them, with the television sound 

Clinton was often looking up in 

detectives are questioning people, 
they study the body language of the 

When someone looks all over the 

place, they are often 
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e 
uncomfortable or not 

Trump’s insecurity 
was much more obvi-

repetition shows either 
insecurity regarding 
the message being 
given or lack of belief 

Coaches, teachers, leaders and par-
ents should have their communica-
tions videotaped or the audio 

off, or listen without looking at the 

delivery as a leader will have greater 

The Leadership Coach is Peter Burwash, founder of Peter Burwash International, which manages 
tennis instruction programs worldwide. His books are available through the Media Zone at 

. He can be reached at .
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G O V E R N I N G  B O D Y  D O S S I E R

World Sailing has completed a 

goes beyond its decision last 
year to change its name from the 
International Sailing Federation, or 
ISAF. In October, the international 
federation unveiled a new logo, vision 
and mission statement designed to 
highlight the sport’s connection to the 
forces of nature and carry that excite-
ment over to everything the federa-
tion does, including events.

“We did a bit of soul-searching to 
get to the bottom of what is different 
about sail ing,” 
said Hugh Cham-
bers, chief com-
mercial officer. “It 
has attributes that 
overlap to other 
sports in terms of 
excitement and 
athleticism. But 
the one thing that makes it different 
from other sports is this notion of har-
nessing the power of nature.”

New look. The rebrand for the 
organization, based in England, 
began last year with the name change 
to World Sailing. “There’s a general 
trend for international sports federa-
tions to move from acronyms to 
something that is perhaps a little 
more user-friendly,” Chambers said. 
“We haven’t historically been con-
sumer-facing, but as we move more 
and more toward that, moving away 
from acronyms is a good thing.”

The latest announced efforts also 
featured a new mission that includes 
making “sailing more exciting and 
accessible for everyone to participate 
or watch” and to “create and regulate 
exciting competition events to show-
case the natural power of wind-driven 
water sport.” The federation’s new 
vision statement also touts sailing’s 
“unique relationship between sport, 
technology and the forces of nature.”

The governing body has produced 
a new video highlighting that connec-
tion, with sailors talking about the role 
that wind and water play in their sport, 

with dramatic images of boats carving 
through the waters that serve as the 
sport’s venues. A new logo also takes a 
previous sail image used by the ISAF 
and updates it with new colors and 
shapes. “The multicolored logo is a 
fresh interpretation of our historic sails 
logo,” Chambers said. “It’s an evolu-
tion as opposed to a complete depar-
ture. It’s much more up-to-date, 
vibrant and dynamic.”

Event excitement. World Sail-
ing is also hoping that the new messag-
ing will spill over into host cities as 

they plan events. 
While the govern-
ing body does not 
play a role in orga-

events such as the 
America’s Cup, 
the Volvo Ocean 
R a c e  o r  t h e 

Extreme Sailing Series, Chambers said 
there is a lot to be learned from the 
way those events have been engaging 
audiences in recent years.

Sailing World Cup—a World Sailing 
event—will take place in January in 
Miami, timed to align with the Miami 
Marathon. Chambers said it will be a 
good test as the federation unveils its 
new messaging and he’s counting on 
an exciting atmosphere. “We’ve got 
really high hopes we can turn this 
into a festival of sport and a festival 
of sailing, and get a much bigger 
buzz around that,” he said.

Championships in Spain attracted 

event: “Is there a reason why we 
can’t do that in Miami next January?”

Chambers said reaction so far to the 
rebrand has been “universally posi-
tive” but that sticking to the message 
among all the federation’s constituen-
cies will be key in years to come. “Then 
it’s a question of how we build those 
partnerships and build world-class 
events that showcase the sport.” 

—Jason Gewirtz

World Sailing Sets New
Course for the Sport
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of the Palm Beaches, scheduled for 

school invitational tournament will take 
place at Oxbridge Academy in West 
Palm Beach, Olympic Heights Com-
munity High School in Boca Raton, 
William T. Dwyer High School in 
Palm Beach Gardens and Palm Beach 
Gardens Community High School.  

Rising Star Sports Ranch Resort 
has opened in Mesquite, Nevada. The 

featuring bunk beds and adjoining 
rooms for parents and chaperones. In 
addition to meeting space, a restau-
rant and arcade, sports amenities 

-
cer, football, lacrosse and other field 

house called “The Barn” is currently 
under construction and will open in 

Men’s Lacrosse Division I & Pro Expo-
sure Camp will be held at the prop-
erty in December.

Ironman has announced that it is add-
Madi-

son, Wisconsin, which will replace 
the Wisconsin Milkman Triathlon. The 

Vancouver, British Columbia, will 

Innovation Symposium, which will 

States Golf Association and the first 

The BMX course at E.P. “Tom” 
Sawyer State Park in Louisville, 

update. In addition to the renova-

agreement to ensure that the Derby 
City Nationals will remain at Sawyer 

RISING STAR SPORTS RANCH RESORT




